
As a member of the Saint Rose community for 67 years, nothing gives Bobbie Amerongen more
pleasure than returning to her home parish for a weekend Mass. 

“Since I no longer drive, I don’t get back to Mass at Saint Rose as often as I would like,” she says. “I
depend on my children for transportation. We typically go to Assumption in downtown St. Paul
where several of them are members. It’s such a rewarding experience to come to Saint Rose and have
a chance to meet my old friends from way, way back. Everyone is so kind, taking the time to come
over and talk. It’s really very touching.”

Bobbie and her husband Werner, a family practice physician, joined Saint Rose in July, 1952, around
the time their third daughter was born and they moved into Roseville. 

“Shortly thereafter our two oldest daughters started at Saint Rose School,” she says. “That began a
streak of 28 consecutive years when we had a child in the school. All eight of them received an
excellent education and I got to know many of the teaching nuns very well. I used to drive them
around. At times, when five of them piled into the back of my station wagon I could not see out the
rear window because of their wide veils. They were probably praying for our safety.”

Once the children grew older Bobbie became more active at Saint Rose, helping with funeral
luncheons and Loaves and Fishes, joining the church’s book club, and participating in the “Renew”
group, which continues to this day. She was at the forefront of starting the Saint Rose prayer line
about four decades ago.

In looking back at her time in the parish, Bobbie remembers the excitement when the Adoration
Chapel started in 1989. “Everyone was very enthusiastic,” she says. “For 30 years it’s been a solid
foundation of our parish. No matter what was going on we could always rely on the Adoration
Chapel for strength.”
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Other things to know about Bobbie:
• Bobbie was a stewardess for Northwest Airlines from 1944 to 1947. She was
part of the first class that was not made up entirely of nurses. Bobbie left the
airline when she got married. At the time stewardesses were not allowed to marry. 
• The first time Bobbie and Werner ever saw each other he walked her down the
aisle at Nativity Church. No, this wasn’t a 1940s version of “Married at First
Sight.” She was attending a friend’s wedding and he was an usher. Two and a half
years later they walked down the same aisle together as husband and wife (Werner
and Bobbie were married for 56 years when he died in 2003).
• Bobbie has 24 grandchildren and 27 great grandchildren (most are in the
accompanying photo). She can recite all their names; remembering birthdays is a
challenge.
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